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AP Literature - Literary Terms Study Guide 
Test on these terms on April 29, 2019.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Define and make flashcards for the following terms.


Your flashcards must include:

(a) the definition of the term

(b) an example of the term


Poetic Genres: 
Narrative Poetry	 	 Lyric Poetry	 	 Ode	 	 Petrarchan Sonnet	 

Shakespearean Sonnet	 Pastoral Poetry	 Elegy	 	 Blank Verse

Free Verse	 	 	 Ballad		 	 Villanelle	 Spenserian Sonnet	 	 


Poetic Terms: 
Iamb	 	 Trochee	 Dactyl		 Spondee	 Monometer	 Dimeter	
Trimeter	 Tetrameter	 Pentameter	 Hexameter	 Heptameter	 Couplet

Tercet		 Quatrain	 Sestet		 Septet		 Octave	 

Heroic Couplet


Sound Devices: 
Alliteration	 	 Assonance	 	 Consonance		 Cacophony	
Euphony	 	 Onomatopoeia	 Repetition	 	 


Other Literary Devices: 
Enjambment		 Allegory	 	 Paradox	 	 Oxymoron	 	
Apostrophe	 	 Allusion	 	 Connotation	 	 Denotation	 	
Euphemism	 	 Hyperbole	 	 Dramatic Irony	 Verbal Irony	 	
Situational Irony	 Metaphor	 	 Personification	 Pun	 	 	
Symbol	 	 Synecdoche	 	 Metonymy	 	 Understatement

Juxtaposition	 Conceit/Extended Metaphor


Syntactical Devices 
	 Chiasmus	 	 Parallelism	 	 Antithesis	 	 


**Creative alternative to flashcards. Write a children’s book that contains all of 
these elements.**


